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SCRAPPED CLEAN COAL PLANT A MAJOR BLOW TO NE MICHIGAN’S ECONOMY

ROGERS CITY - State Senate candidate John Moolenaar voiced his strong opposition to the decision made by Governor Granholm and the Department of Natural Resources and Environment, denying Wolverine Power Cooperative an air quality permit to build a new, state-of-the-art, clean coal plant in Rogers City in Presque Isle County.

“I’m very disappointed to hear of the Governor’s decision to deny Wolverine Power the permit they needed to bring thousands of jobs to the area. This is yet another example of state government getting in the way of jobs for Northeast Michigan,” Moolenaar stated. 

According to the Wolverine Clean Energy Venture website, the proposed plant would have represented a capital investment of more than $1 billion into the Northeast Michigan economy. The plant’s construction, once completed, would have provided over 1,000 jobs to Michigan workers and an additional 100 permanent jobs open to local residents with substantial salary and benefit packages.

“This project not only would have provided many much needed jobs to Northeast Michigan, but it also had the potential to spur economic growth in other areas,” Moolenaar said. “This arbitrary decision sends the wrong message to job providers who want to invest in Michigan and hire Michigan workers.”

The plant’s proposed energy technology, defined as clean coal technology by the U.S. Department of Energy, met all state and federal regulations for environmental quality, as stated on Wolverine’s Clean Energy Venture Website.

“The DNRE overstepped its authority in denying this air quality permit when all reasonable environmental criteria had been met,” Moolenaar said. “Lansing needs a pro-growth agenda for Northeast Michigan. Lansing made the wrong decision.”

John Moolenaar is running for Michigan’s 36th State Senate district which covers 10 counties in Northeast Michigan including: Alcona, Alpena, Crawford, Gladwin, Iosco, Midland, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda and Otsego.
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